
Download for free at www.thejumbofest.com

IS
S
U
E
 N

o
.3

Sleepover 

experience

stories
Anonymous
with Mayenziwe

Getting

people to buy

from you
Jumbo
Khumalo

MARCH 2024

A Swazi Foodie

in Taiwan
Malwande

Dlamini

Varsity life -
Surviving

Exam Blues
Nkosephayo

Dlamini

Khanyi Mabuza
A Trailblazer



Table of
Content

PA
G

E 
01

PA
G

E 
04

IT’S WORK O’CLOCK

Determination and being 
positive all day everyday is 
my personality trait in every 
situation whether it’s good 
or bad as I always feel like 
there’s a lesson to be learnt 
along the way.

Modern Makoti

Many makotis who have a 
steady income contribute 
to the household expenses, 
save for the future, and 
afford a high standard of 
living. 
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Despite the public nature of 
her work, Khanyi effortlessly 
separates her media 
persona from her daily 
life. She remains humble 
and appreciative of the 
support she receives, never 
considering herself superior 
to those who watch her on 
screen.

Believe

By saying these 
affirmations, you are not 
just uttering a string of 
letters and sentences, but 
you are speaking words 
that carry God’s spirit in 
them. The scripture in the 
book of Hebrews 4:12 



IT’S
WORK
O’
CLOCK
By: Jumbo Khumalo

See You At The Top Magazine: tell us about your hustle 
and what do you love about it?
Mayenziwe Magongo: My name is Mayenziwe 
Magongo the founder & creative director of Mayerh.s_
Giftbox_Treats that was conceptualized in 2021. It 
is basically about custom gift giving and what I love 
about it is that, it’s a form of spreading love to your 

loved ones. Gifting is LOVE in action!

SYATT: What inspired you to become a young 
businesswoman?
Mayenziwe: The ability to create economic 
sovereignty for myself, I am driven by passion & 
purpose for my products and services because 
I always have a way to unique things, I turn 
ideas into reality and foster creativity.

SYATT: Brag about one thing you did as a hustler 
so far
Mayenziwe: I’m still standing on business since 
day one, I’m disciplined, forever working on 

consistency & showing dedication.also,I’ve made a 
lot of changes that I once thought weren’t possible to 
do while running a successful business but with God by 
my side,I kept going because God’s way is the only 
good way.

SYATT: One personality trait you that helps you in your 
hustle
Mayenziwe: Determination and being positive all 
day everyday is my personality trait in every situation 
whether it’s good or bad as I always feel like there’s a 
lesson to be learnt along the way & that’s how I grow 
better as a person and a business owner.

SYATT: What are some of the challenge you have 
faced as a hustler?
Mayenziwe: Work-School-Life balance, I often find 

it hard to balance the 3, leading to 
deteriorating mental and physical 
health. There’s also competition, in 
today’s competitive market, standing 
out and attracting customers can be 
a significant challenge for hustlers. 
Decision making, as a hustler I am 
responsible for making crucial decisions 
that impact the success of my business.

It’s Work O’Clock



SYATT: What is the best advice you 
can give to someone who wants to 
become a hustler?
Mayenziwe: Find your passion & 
go for it, nature it, start where you 
are with what you have, make 
the most out of it and watch it
birth other things you’re down 
for. 

SYATT: Who is your role model in 
the world of business?
Mayenziwe: Richard Branson, 
he’s such a free thinker.

SYATT: What do you do to uplift 
your mood/spirit?
Mayenziwe: I listen to music or 
get myself scrumptious fast food 
if I’m lazy to prepare some for 
myself then watch my favorite 
shows.

SYATT: One thing that people 
assume about you that is not 
true
Mayenziwe: That I’m 
unapproachable because 
of my resting bitch face and 
that is utterly wrong, I’m such 
a nice person but don’t make 
me your friend (don’t get too 
comfortable with me).

SYATT: Going out or Netflix&chill?
Mayenziwe: Netflix & Chill with 
some good wine of course.

SYATT: Public or private mjolo?
Mayenziwe: A private 
relationship, very peaceful even.

SYATT: your social media pages…
Mayenziwe: Mayerh.s_giftbox 
sz on Facebook & Mayerh.s_
Giftbox_Treats on Instagram.

It’s Work O’Clock
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I Am Foodie

By: Malwande Dlamini

do have to give Taiwan, 
maybe two; their fried 
chicken is amazing, 
and their sweet potato 
tasted like home. 

Dora the explorer over 
here couldn’t help 
herself with the fruit 
stand, I have been 
devouring their guavas 
like nobody’s business, 
did I mention that 
they are bigger than 
the tennis ball? Yep 
I was as shocked as 
you, their strawberries 
are definitely sweeter, 
giving off the romance 
you see in movies, they 
deserve to be dipped 
in chocolate. I know I 
know! This article is all 

over the place, so are 
my tastebuds, from 
avoiding fish to having 
to taste it on almost 
every dish is crazy, bare 
with me, next month I will 
do better and explore 
more. PS: I don’t know 
if I should say fortunely 
or unfortunately, I had 
an egg and it was black 
inside, I still can’t wrap 
my head around it. 
“Join me as i explore 
more of Taiwan cuisine,” 
Malwande Dlamini 

A SWAZI
FOODIE

inTAIWAN

hey say, “you only know 
you love her when you let 
her go,” my her is food. 
Within a few weeks in Tai-
wan I have come to the 
realisation of how much I 
love and appreciate food 
from Eswatini. I have had 
the privilege of eating food 
at  a restaurant called Rice 
bar. The hospitality was 
amazing despite being 
literally the only black peo-
ple in there. Tell me why 
the rice is so small, and 
why pork has to be mixed 
with beans? I know I said I 
would take my taste buds 
to the world but wow the 
world right now isn’t my 
home. However, I have 
been acquainted with In-
donesians, let me tell you, 
their snacks are amazing, 
from pudding, to waffle 
like sticks called Gery’s 
chocolates and even their 
noodles, i have been lov-
ing the new flavours, my 
tongue has been dancing 
in excitement. One thing I



Modern Makoti

Advantages of  being an 
Employed
Makoti

By: Mrs. Samu Busika

We are living in an era 
where money is a very 
important commodity in 
every family. We have 
seen an increase in the 
number of employed 
married women and 
even those who aren’t 
employed are involved in 
some kind of business. In 
this article as highlighted 
in our previous one, let us 
look at the advantages 
of an employed makoti.

An employed makoti 
can bring about both 
advantages and 
disadvantages to her 
family life and personal 
well-being. Today, 
many young women 
are choosing to pursue 
their careers and 
contribute financially 
to their households, 
rather than solely relying 
on their husbands for 
financial support. While 
this decision can have 
numerous benefits, it also 
comes with its own set of 

challenges.

One of the main 
advantages of an 
employed makoti we 
have seen is the financial 
stability she provides for 
her family. Many makotis 
who have a steady 
income contribute to 
the household expenses, 
save for the future, and 
afford a high standard of 
living. This helps alleviate 
some of the financial 
burdens placed on her 
husband and ensures 
that the family’s needs 
are met. Additionally, 
there is a sense of security 
and independence for 
both partners that comes 
with having a dual-
income as both partners 
are not solely reliant on 
one person’s income.

I have noticed how 
many of bomakoti 
seem to experience a 
sense of fulfilment and 
empowerment when 

they are employed, 
which they derive from 
their career. Working 
outside the home seems 
to provide her with a sense 
of purpose, self-worth, 
and accomplishment. 
Not to mention that 
she develops her skills, 
builds her confidence, 
and expand her social 
network. 

There is also a sense of 
identity beyond her role 
as a wife and mother 
that comes with being 
employed, that ultimately 
allows her to pursue her 
own passions and goals.

One may argue if it is an 
issue of being employed 
or a case of having 
financial stability and 
independence as a 
woman. Let’s gear up 
to hear in our next issue 
what is the most preferred 
situation for many modern 
makotis.



By: Thembelani Nhlabatsi

the dynamic and ever-
evolving world of media, 
few individuals possess 
the drive, talent, and 
dedication to make a 
lasting impact. One such 
individual is Khanyisile 
Mabuza, a young and 
vibrant news editor for 
Yemaswati Channel 
in Eswatini. At the age 
of 30, Khanyi as she is 
affectionately known 
to her loved ones has 
become a trailblazer in her 
field, breaking barriers and 

reshaping the media landscape in her

As a TV presenter, I 
became a familiar face 
in households across 
Eswatini, connecting 
with viewers on a 

personal level

“

“

country. In this exclusive interview, 
Khanyi shares insights into her journey, 
inspirations, and the challenges she has 
faced along the way.

A Foundation Rooted in Values:
Khanyi’s upbringing in a close-knit family 
and the Lutheran Church has shaped 
her character and work ethic. With a 
deep-rooted belief in kindness and 
respect, she has learned that these 
qualities open doors and foster positive 
relationships. Khanyi’s Swati heritage, 
instilled by her grandmother, has added 
a layer of cultural values that align with 
her Christian upbringing. This unique 
blend of principles has guided her in 
being a genuine and relatable figure to 
her viewers.

Navigating the Media Industry:

“Entering the media industry at a young 
age, I quickly realized the impact I 
could have on people’s lives. As a TV 
presenter, I became a familiar face in 
households across Eswatini, connecting 
with viewers on a personal level,” says 
Khanyi. Despite the public nature of her 
work, Khanyi effortlessly separates her 
media persona from her daily life. She 
remains humble and appreciative of the 
support she receives, never considering 
herself superior to those who watch her 
on screen.

The Path to Success in Media
Khanyi acknowledges the versatility of 
the media industry, where talent alone 
can pave the way for success. However, 
she emphasizes the importance of 
acquiring additional skills, such as

Khanyi 
Mabuza:
A Trailblazer
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interpersonal and business acumen, to 
thrive in a rapidly changing landscape. 
She also highlights the necessity of 
developing a thick skin to withstand both 
constructive criticism and unwarranted 
judgment from viewers. Khanyi’s passion 
for her craft drives her to continually grow 
and expand her presence in various 
media platforms.

Future Aspirations
Like any professional, Khanyi envisions 
growth and evolution in her career. 
Recognizing the transient nature of 
mainstream media, she is actively 
working on strengthening her presence 
in the digital sphere. With the rise of 
social media, Khanyi sees tremendous 
potential for a lucrative career and aims 

to stay relevant and adaptable to new 
media spaces.

The Progressive Media Sectorin 
Eswatini
Khanyi notes the positive strides 
made by the media sector in Eswatini, 
particularly with the emergence of 
online publications. This growth signifies 
a shift towards a more diverse and 
inclusive media landscape. However, 
she believes that financial support is 
crucial to sustain and further enhance 
this progress. With Eswatini’s growing 
economy, Khanyi optimistically foresees 
increased investment in the industry, 
fostering even greater opportunities for 
aspiring media professionals.

Acknowledging those who 
Paved the way
Khanyi attributes her success to the 
unwavering support and mentorship 
of her father figure, Qhawe Mamba. 
His guidance and belief in her abilities 
have played a significant role in her 
career development. She also expresses 
gratitude to the organizations and 
individuals who have entrusted her with 
opportunities to showcase her talents as 
an event MC and marketing executive, 
allowing her to contribute to their growth.

Leaving a Lasting Legacy
Khanyi’s aspirations go beyond personal 
achievements. She believes in making 
a positive impact on the lives of others, 
particularly those in need. 

Defining the Role of a Young 
News Editor:
Khanyi’s role as a news editor is 
multifaceted and ever-changing, 
depending on the day’s events and 
priorities. As the youngest news editor 
in Eswatini, she takes on a range of 
responsibilities to ensure the smooth 
execution of the news production 



process. On days when national events 
involving heads of state unfold, Khanyi’s 
focus shifts to coordinating the team’s 
presence at the location, ensuring 
comprehensive coverage and live 
broadcasting. 

However, Khanyi’s duties extend beyond 
the newsroom. “I also play a crucial role 
in marketing, leveraging my expertise to 
promote the channel and its content. 
This dual role allows me to have a 
broader impact and contribute to the 
success of the channel as a whole,” she 
says.
The nature of Khanyi’s work means that 
her daily routine varies significantly. 
Some days may require her to work long 
hours, even up to 24-hour shifts, to cover 
breaking news or important events. 
While these demanding days may seem 
challenging, Khanyi finds them to be 
the most rewarding. The opportunity to 
be at the forefront of news reporting, 
informing and engaging viewers, fuels 
her passion and sense of purpose.

Challenging Stereotypes in 
Media
In response to the question of whether 
a “media face” exists or if anyone 
can excel in front of the camera, 
Khanyi believes that the notion is 
gradually fading away. She highlights 
the growing self-awareness among 
Africans, acknowledging the power 
and importance of representation in 
the media. The previously dominant 
standards set by Western culture are 
slowly becoming obsolete, as black 
individuals demand their rightful space 
in all areas of society.
Khanyi firmly believes that everyone, 
regardless of background or 
appearance, has the potential to 
succeed in front of the camera. It is no 
longer about conforming to a specific 
look or conforming to outdated beauty 
standards. The media face concept 
is becoming irrelevant as diversity 

and inclusivity take center stage. This 
progressive shift affirms the belief that 
everyone deserves equal opportunities 
to showcase their talents, skills, and 
perspectives in the media industry.
Khanyi Mabuza, the youngest news 
editor in Eswatini, is making her mark on 
the media industry with her undeniable 
talent, unwavering work ethic, and 
commitment to authenticity. Her journey 
is guided by the values instilled in her by 
her upbringing and cultural heritage. 
Khanyi’s ability to separate her media 
persona from her daily life allows her to 
remain grounded and relatable to her 
audience.

As she continues to navigate the media 
landscape, Khanyi’s aspirations extend 
beyond personal success. She aims to 
make a positive impact on the lives of 
others, particularly those in need. Her 
dedication to volunteer work and acts 
of kindness exemplify her desire to leave 
a lasting legacy of compassion and 
transformation.

With her dynamic role as a news editor, 
Khanyi’s responsibilities span beyond 
the newsroom. From coordinating 
coverage of national events to utilizing 
her marketing expertise, she plays a 
vital role in the success of Yemaswati 
Channel. Her work is characterized 
by flexibility, adaptability, and an 
unwavering commitment to delivering 
accurate and engaging news content.
Khanyi’s journey and accomplishments 
serve as a testament to the power of 
passion, perseverance, and breaking 
barriers in the media industry. As a young 
and influential figure, she is shaping the 
future of media in Eswatini and inspiring 
others to pursue their dreams with 
determination and authenticity.

Cover Story



By: Lelo Mkholo

Fashion
&

Beauty Trends90s

Fashion & Beauty

Let’s delve into the fashion and beauty trends of  the 90s and 
how they compare to current trends:
Fashion in the 90s:

1. Grunge: The 90s saw the rise of grunge fashion, characterized by 
oversized flannel shirts, ripped jeans, combat boots, and band t-shirts. 

This style was heavily influenced by the music scene, 
particularly bands like Nirvana and Pearl Jam.
2. Minimalism: Minimalistic fashion gained popularity 
in the 90s, with clean lines, neutral colors, and simple 
silhouettes. Brands like Calvin Klein and Jil Sander 
exemplified this aesthetic.

3. Denim Everything: Denim was a staple in 90s 
fashion, with denim jackets, high-waisted jeans, 
and denim skirts being popular choices. The 

“Canadian tuxedo” (denim-on-denim) was also a 
trend embraced during this era.
4. Sportswear: The 90s witnessed the rise of athleisure 
and sportswear as everyday fashion. Tracksuits, 
windbreakers, and sneakers became go-to choices 
for a casual and comfortable look.

Current Fashion Trends:
1.	 90s Revival: Many fashion trends from the 90s 
have made a comeback in recent years. From 
slip dresses and chokers to high-waisted jeans 
and crop tops, these nostalgic styles have been 
reinterpreted for the modern era.
2. Sustainable Fashion: With an increased focus 
on sustainability, there has been a rise in eco-
conscious fashion brands and consumers seeking 
out ethical and environmentally-friendly clothing 
options. This includes using organic fabrics, 
upcycling, and supporting fair trade practices. 
3. Streetwear: Streetwear has become a 
dominant force in fashion, blending elements



Fashion & Beauty

of sportswear, urban style, and high fashion. Brands like Supreme, Off-White, and 
Vetements have gained immense popularity, with their logo-centric designs and 
collaborations with artists and musicians.
4. Gender-Fluid Fashion: The current fashion landscape embraces gender-fluidity, 
with a blurring of traditional gender norms. This includes unisex clothing, gender-
neutral collections, and a more inclusive approach to fashion representation.

Beauty in the 90s:
1. Bold Lips: Dark, matte lipsticks in shades like 
deep reds and browns were popular in the 
90s. This was often paired with minimal eye 
makeup and a matte complexion.
2. Thin Eyebrows: Thin, highly arched eyebrows 
were a defining beauty trend in the 90s. Many 
people plucked or waxed their eyebrows into 
thin, precise shapes.
3. Frosted Makeup: Frosted or shimmery 
eyeshadows, lipsticks, and nail polishes were 
all the rage in the 90s. This added a touch of 

sparkle to makeup looks.

Current Beauty Trends:
	 1. Natural and Glowing Skin: The current beauty trend focuses 
on achieving a natural and radiant complexion. People are 

embracing minimal foundation, opting for lightweight formulas, 
and using skincare products that enhance their natural glow.
	 2. Bold and Defined Brows: Thick, well-defined eyebrows 
are in vogue now. People are filling in their brows to create a 
fuller, more natural shape using pencils, gels, or powders.
	 3. Dewy and Glossy Makeup: The trend of dewy, luminous 
skin has gained popularity. Highlighters, illuminating primers, 

and glossy finishes are used to create a fresh and youthful look.
4. 90s-Inspired Makeup: Nostalgia for the 90s has influenced 

current makeup trends. This 
includes brown-toned lipsticks, 
grungy smoky eyes, and 

graphic eyeliner looks.

Fashion and beauty trends are constantly evolving, but 
they often draw inspiration from the past. Whether 
it’s the iconic styles of the 90s or the current focus on 
sustainability and inclusivity, both eras have left a 
lasting impact on the world of fashion and beauty.

THE 5 POWER PRINCIPLES

TO GET PEOPLE TO BUY 

FROM YOU

By: Jumbo Khumalo

1. Be likable. Be charming and 
magnetic. Be a vibe. Be a posi-
tive energy. Love people. Like 
them and they will like you. They 
will in turn buy from you.
 
2. Connect. The key to connect-
ing is listening deeply with your 
ears and eyes. Listen to what 
they say and observe their emo-
tions. There are things they are 
passionate about. Pay attention 
to them. Find common ground.
 
3. Solve problems. Look for and 
solve problems even if you do 
not generate immediate busi-
ness. Customers and people in 
general, like brands that solve 
their problems.
 

4. Go the extra mile. Sweep them 
off their feet. Always do more 
than you are required to do. Cus-
tomers admire, respect and trust 
brands who are committed to ex-
cellence. Do not just do enough 
to get by. Going the extra mile 
will help you stand out from your 
competitors.
 
5. Create positive emotional 
experiences. In today’s world, 
where people are willing to spend 
more money just to feel good, it 
is important that you find ways to 
create positive emotional experi-
ences for people. Learn to make 
them feel that dealing with you is 
fun, relaxing and amazing.
 

I guarantee you, if you make people to like you, you will never 
have shortages of demand for your products. Everyone likes to 
be remembered, so remember people. Everyone is flattered by 
attention, so give it to them. Everyone values reliability and trust-
worthiness, so be reliable and trustworthy. Show that you care 

about them. Take care of your reputation.
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The Art of Hustling



By: Babhekwa Dlamini

START YOUR DAY
RIGHT...

Dear reader, every day is an opportunity to start afresh and make your day 
what you would want it to be. The moment you open your eyes every 

morning, that’s an opportunity, to create a life you want. If you can dream it, 
you can do it.

However, the reality is, not all mornings are as smooth as your typical 10 step 
plan on how to start your day. Sometimes things don’t go right! Rushing only 
adds stress and anxiety to your day. After realizing how unpredictable my 
mornings can be, I decided to add something to my routine. That has made 
my days easier. 

Here are a few affirmations to help 
start your day. I pray these affir-

mations help you in your faith and 
that you get a sense of peace as you 
wake up daily.

o  I CAN DO ALL THINGS THROUGH 
CHRIST (PHILLIPIAN 4:13)
o  I AM NOT AFRAID FOR GOD HAS 
GIVEN ME THE SPIRIT OF FEAR (2 TIMO-
THY 1:7)
o  I AM FEARFULLY AND WONDERFULY 
MADE (PSALM 139:14)
o  I AM FILLED WITH POWER (MICAH 3:8 
)
o GOD HAS GREAT PLANS FOR ME (JER-
EMIAH 29:11)
o  I AM A CHILD OF GOD (JOHN 14:6)
o  I AM STRONG (ISIAIH 40:31)
o  I AM NOT ALONE (MATHHEW 28:20)

By saying these affirmations, you are 
not just uttering a string of letters and 
sentences, but you are speaking 
words that carry God’s spirit in them. 
The scripture in the book of Hebrews 
4:12 says “For the word of God is liv-
ing and powerful, and sharper than 
any two-edged sword, piercing even 
to the division of soul and spirit, and 
of joints and marrow, and is a discern-
er of the thoughts and intents of the 
heart.

Have a 
blessed day.

Believe
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By: Ziyanda Souza

Investing in genuine 

friendships

In the previous month we touched 
base on investing and I am sure we 
all know investing is not only about 

money. It may also be about relation-
ships. In this month’s issue we have 
one of Facebook’s influencer who 
goes by the name of Flex Miso ll. He 
highlights some of the few aspects of 
investing in a friendship.

This is what Miso had to say: “As a 
young person it is very important to 
be able to recognize the signs of a 
one-sided friendship. You have to do 
that in order to avoid wasting time 
and energy on a relationship that is 
not mutually beneficial.” The longer 
we stay in one-sided friendships is the 
more difficult it becomes to establish 
healthy boundaries in a relationship. 
That leads to codependency and a 
toxic relationship.

Karma says, “Never get too attached 
to anyone unless they also feel the 
same towards you, this is because 
one sided expectations can mental-
ly, physically and spiritually destroy 
you.” 

Being in a friendship that you know the 
feeling is mutual is more of a good in-
vestment. This is because there’s nev-
er a time where you will feel drained 
by the friendship. Instead you will al-
ways be looking forward to making 
memories with this person. 

There’s a lot one can invest in a 
friendship. That includes time as 
well as money spent on dates, 

lunch and vacations. That is why it is 
very important that you are able to 
tell if it’s a one sided friendship or not.

We have all had it rough. We have 
been betrayed countless times, but 
there are pure and genuine people 
out there. So my advice to you is that 
you should be willing to take the risk 
and explore. A failed friendship is a 
lesson for tomorrow. 

Ama2000



By: Nkosephayo Dlamini

varsity life - Surviving exam 

blues

Exam season is upon us. This state-
ment alone breathes anxiety into 

most students. All those who have 
successfully gone through this period 
pass on one and the same advice 
to those who come after them, ‘Just 
hang in there, it will be worth it in the 
end.’ I myself received advice that 
carried me through all my exams: 
‘Pray like you won’t study and study 
like you won’t pray’.
 
Everyone has placed their hope in 
something or another. This includes 
calling pastors they only see once or 
twice a year for prayers or submitting 
their books and pens to traditional 
healers and prophets. But before you 
surrender yourself to stress, try to keep 
in mind these bitter sweet truths.

Obsessing over a paper after you’ve 
written it will do more harm than 
good. There’s nothing you can do 
after you have submitted. After an 
exam, make it a practice to remove 
all notes and books on papers that 
you’ve written. Do a mini refresh and 
focus on the next paper. Remove 
or hide these, but don’t throw them 
away because this is still Varsity after 
all.

Another great piece of advice I got 
over the years was to be confident 
about my wrong answers. If someone 
asks what 1+1 is, the obvious answer 
is 2, right? Well if I come up with 3, 
then what? Always keep in mind that 
you can confidently defend a wrong 
answer and convince your marker to 
see things from your point of view. 

There is no wrong answer in adult 
education for a reason. 1+1 is still 2 
though, in case there is confusion on 
that one. My point is, explaining gib-
berish could give you a 4 out of 10 
which is much better than leaving a 
blank space when taking an exam. 

Lastly, don’t forget that these exams 
will come to an end eventually. As 
you sit to take this exam remember 
that you will never sit to write this 
exact paper again. The reality of life 
is, if you think a paper was hard, wait 
till you get to the next semester. It 
always gets harder!  So that paper 
is both the hardest you’ve had so 
far and also the easiest considering 
what’s coming. Don’t kill yourself 
over one paper, you still have so far 
to go! You are allowed to enjoy your-
self, learning can be fun. 

Life After Grad
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The gift of Generosity
By: Sibonile Cbobo Bulunga

See You At The Top: How and why did you get started in philanthropy?
ILLA: My name is Sifiso Ndlangamandla from Hlathikhulu and I’m the Founder of Illa 
Penboy Foundation. I grew up in a community which was less privilege. Both my 
parents were working when I was still attending school and they usually bought me 
2 pairs of school shoes such that the other pair I gave them away to my friends who 
needed school shoes. So from then I learnt to be a giver.

SYATT: Is Illa Penboy Foundation a bigger investment?
ILLA: Yes it is a bigger investment such that I dedicate myself into giving.  I love 
spreading love. To those who are in need, I love to give in a hand because I want 
to see them win and you cannot win if you have a problem.  I love being a problem 
solver to what they need.
SYATT: What other philanthropic work are you involved in?
ILLA: Currently I’m in involved in a community project that is called “Arise Makoti” 
that was introduced by Makoti Festival. This project was formed to empower Makoti 
to endorse into business.

SYATT: Does the foundation assist only Emaswati or are there any charity work done 
outside Eswatini?
ILLA: Currently we have assisted a lot of families in Eswatini and I would love to con-
tinue to assist in other countries outside Eswatini, such as Mozambique, South Africa 
and International countries that needs help. 
SYATT: How do you decide on how much of your wealth and time to give philan-
thropically? Certain people view philanthropy as a way of showing off. What is your 
take on that one?
ILLA: I feel like those people are not Ok. But I will continue to help those who need 
help.
 
SYATT: I’ve seen you mingling with other philanthropists such as Bathu Founder. What 
is their reaction about the foundation? 
ILLA: Engaging yourself into conversations such as Bathu Founder is a great opportu-
nity because you get to know the business operations such as how to manufacture 
shoes. You get a chance to endorse your ideas with him. As Illa Penboy Foundation, 
it is all about charity so our idea is to manufacture school shoes and let them be 
sold in cheaper prices to the community so that everyone can afford it, because it 
is cheaper to produce than outsourcing. 

SYATT: Would you like to see philanthropy have more power and influence?
ILLA: Yes, because the world’s richest individuals such as Oprah Winfrey have 
enough power and influence, she established foundations and initiatives to channel 
her wealth into causes she is passionate about. You can have power and influence 
through philanthropy since it involves strategic and systematic giving with the intent 
of creating sustainable change.  

Acts of Kindness



Keep me Anonymous

Anonymous: 
“I was at my then boyfriends homestead for 
a sleepover where I asked him to accom-
pany me to their outhouse “outdoor toilet” 
and he refused,I then decided to go by my-
self and just when I turned by the corner of 
the house I saw a very tall person who was 
standing and looking towards my direction,I 
got so terrified and screamed my lungs out 
which led to everyone being abruptly wo-
ken up & rushed outside to see what was 
happening and that’s where they saw me 
on my knees still crying because of what I 
had seen, however they couldn’t see what I 
saw and I stood there like a lunatic.”

Anonymous: 
“I went to a sleep over at this guy’s place 
whose house was filthy, blankets and sheets 
had a funny smell and were itching, there 
were Roaches and Rats party in the house. I 
had sinusitis right there and then, I also woke 
up with a rash on my face and sore eyes, we 
really need the Gents to clean their houses/
rooms, change bedding every now and 
then for a fresh breeze.”

Anonymous: 
“I’ve never been angrier than I was the day 
I decided to go for a sleepover at my boy-
friend’s place. I went to his place and he 
was still at work but he told me where I’ll find 
the house keys then let myself in. I got inside 
his house and decided to do wife duties 
(house chores) meanwhile waiting for him 
to return back from work, I had everything 
done then I sat and watched TV and that’s 
where a heard a knock by the door, I stood 
up to go open and there was a lady dressed 
in a fully white attire, surprisingly she let her-
self in, sat in the opposite direction of where 
I was sitting.

We said nothing to each other as I was still 
shocked as to what was really happening, 
after a couple of minutes she stood up and 
went straight to the refrigerator to get her-
self a drink to quench thirst I guess, whilst she 
was at that...I texted my guy and told her 
A,B,C lady came over and she’s now help-
ing herself around the house, did he not say 
the lady was a GHOST? & he stated that she 
usually comes over from time to time, he fur-
ther said he’ll no longer be coming home 
as he’ll go crash at his friends place and I 
should also leave the house and see where 
I go from there, goddammit the time was 
around 11pm and the rest was history. AFTER 
GOD, FEAR MEN!

Anonymous:
“This one is definitely not mjolo related, I visit-
ed a friend of mine whom I consumed alco-
hol with until we were both drunk and had 
passed out, not knowing that we would be 
woken up at 3am for a prayer session that 
went on until the morning light, that’s literal-
ly the day I’ll never forget and apparently I 
was never told about the family church.”

Mayenziwe Magongo 
– This is the most interesting topic and 
stories we have for our readers this 
month, I wish I could share the entire 
block of stories shared by anonymous, 
nonetheless make sure you stay tuned 
for more amazing stories.

Anonymous: 
“I had a weird and strange experience, I got 
strangled by something that was moving on 
top of the roof... it sounds more like a lie nor 
a bad dream but it sure wasn’t sleep paral-
ysis because I was wide awake when it hap-
pened.”

By: Mayenziwe Magongo

What’s the most awkward 
thing you experienced during 
a sleepover? It doesn’t have 
to be mjolo related.

Anonymous 

with 

Mayenziwe
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  A man went to a conference 
and booked in a hotel. He then de-
cided to send a message to his wife 
to let her know kutsi kuchubekani ku 
conference. He accidentally put the 
wrong email address and the mes-
sage was sent to a window. The widow 
received the message as she areived 
home from her husband’s funeral and 
she fainted. Her son found her lying 
on the floor and he read the mes-
sage lebeyitsi: “My Love, ngifike kahle 
lana and I booked into a nice hotel. 
I made arrangements for your arrival 
tomorrow. Kumnandzi lana and you 
will enjoy as well. Please pack today 
so that ungatophuta kufika because 
I miss you already and I can’t wait to 
be with you tomorrow, xoxo, your lov-
ing husband”. 

By: Mcola Lohlebako

 A man was a regular in a restau-
rant and he used to eat emasi. All 
the waiters knew and loved him. 
Ngalelinye lilanga weva umlungu 
atsi “My usual please”, then bamlet-
sela umlungu i rice, beef nema sal-
ads. Lendvodza yakuhawukela loko 
yase ibona kuncono nayo i orde 
kona. Wabita waiter wase utsi “My 
usual please”. Wanyamalala waiter 
wabuya nemasi wawanika Lendvod-
za. Yevakala ibhavumula  indvodza 
yatsi “Niyakhetsa nine lana, ngoba 
ngimnyama i-My usual please yami 
ngemasi kepha yalomdzeshi yinya-
ma, angiphindzi ngibuye la”!!!.

  HER: Every weekend you disap-
pear and you don’t even care what 
happens with me because awufoni 
futsi awungibambi nangifona mine 
angisati ngoba sengikubeketelele 
wacala nini yati noma ngabe u strong 
kwani ngeke ukumele nawe lolon-
genta kona wena udzakwa lutsand-
vo and awungiboni futsi angati ngo-
ba....... read more...
HIM: “ngikulandze?”
HER: “........ but kwekugcina namuhla”




